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Welcome to
Carbon County, Wyoming

Space to roam. Freedom to linger.

There's a place in southern Wyoming where the
horizon stretches forever, rivers wind through
sagebrush plains, and snow-capped peaks rise
like old friends on the skyline. This is Carbon
County—nearly 8,000 square miles of wide-
open beauty and genuine Western spirit.

Here, adventure moves at your pace. Quiet,
uncrowded trails lead into high country. Scenic
backroads reward those willing to take the long
way. Cast a line in blue-ribbon trout waters,
soak in natural mineral hot springs, and follow
mountain drives past granite peaks and across
the Continental Divide. In winter, deep snow
and miles of backcountry let you open it up and
ride without limits.

For generations, people have moved west
through this county, first along the Emigrant
Trails, then by rail and highway. Today, that
history lives on in ten museums, a frontier Army
post historic site, and historic downtowns.

Come explore, unwind, and find your own
sense of freedom in Carbon County.
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Start Here

Planning your trip to Carbon County has never been easier. Use
the Plan Your Trip tool at discovercarboncounty.com or these
quick links to help you plan your perfect trip.

PLAN YOUR FIND EVENTS BOOK YOUR
ROUTE , STAY

. . Scan to see what's
Use our interactive happening—rodeos, Find your perfect
map to find local races, festivals, and stay—from lodges
highlights, scenic concerts. and motels to cabins
drives, and places to and campgrounds.

explore.
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COME EXPLORE

Beautiful Carbon County

At the heart of southern Wyoming, the landscapes are vast, the roads are
scenic, and every turn invites exploration. From open sagebrush basins
to forested peaks and winding rivers, Carbon County is made for travelers
who love the freedom of the road and the thrill of discovery. Here, you'll
find a place both untamed and welcoming — where history, wilderness,
and small-town warmth flow together.

Travel the Snowy Range Scenic Byway (WY-130) and the Battle Pass
Scenic Byway (WY-70) for mountain views, changing seasons, and easy
access to trails and picnic spots. Follow the Seminoe-Alcova Backcountry
Byway to Seminoe Reservoir, Seminoe State Park and the famed Miracle
Mile, where boating, camping, and fishing unfold in solitude. And along
the Historic Lincoln Highway (WY-30), connect with the pioneering routes
that helped open the American West.

In Rawlins, history meets high-plains adventure along
the Continental Divide Trail. Visitors tee off beneath
endless sky at Rochelle Ranch Golf Course and unwind
downtown after a day of exploring. Nearby Sinclair
blends refined architecture with a proud energy legacy,
while Hanna, Medicine Bow, and Elk Mountain echo
the determination of pioneers, miners, and railroaders
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who built these communities.

In the valley between the Snowy Range and Sierra
Madre Mountain Range, Saratoga welcomes travelers to
its soothing mineral hot pools and scenic fairways — the
perfect reward after a day of fishing, or floating along
the Upper North Platte River. Beyond, Encampment and
Riverside rest along the Encampment River, offering
quiet trails, friendly faces, and the kind of calm that's
hard to find elsewhere.

At the far western edge, the Little Snake River Valley—
home to Baggs, Dixon, and Savery—tells stories of
outlaws, homesteaders, and wide-open wilderness.

Whether you follow scenic byways, historic trails,
or winding rivers, every path leads to an authentic
experience that can only be found in Carbon County.
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Travel Smart Tips

ALTITUDE
AWARENESS
Carbon County
elevations range from
6,000-10,000 ft. Give
yourself time to adjust

@ Miles Worth
-7 The Drive

Distances in Carbon County can be vast, but
every mile offers a view worth savoring. This
chart helps you gauge how far it is between
towns and nearby destinations so you can
plan fuel stops, breaks, or overnight stays
along the way.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

— drink water and

Trip Planning Essentials ; ke o on dey
SIFCOVER ¥ one.
-
. . =)
Before you chase the next scenic overlook or pull off onto a tempting anEDH = |z c = WINTER DRIVING
backroad, take a minute to travel like a local. Carbon County is big, EUUHTT g (B |= olS Alittle prep goes
. . = E + O
beautiful, and wonderfully uncrowded—but that also means real miles WYOMING w8yl 2 5 8 ) a long way — pack
between towns, fast-changing weather, and stretches where cell service Distances |£|9 E'Q o|e § slci2e|8 blankets, water, and
disappears. This section covers the basics for navigating Carbon County's (in miles) % g g.g 3 Slx|? 'g % S = snacks, top off your
wide-open spaces, changing seasons, and off-the-grid adventures. U Z|TWaojn[0jwn tank, and check road
Rawlins - 42 62 58 41 46 77 84 90 230290 conditions before
Saratoga 42 - 20 5738 44 75 68 62228 33| heading out.
.:L'-':':E Getting Here & Seasons & ERfearrs’fIZ)er’nent/ 62 20 75 57 63 56 49 45 215 349 WILDLIFE ON THE
U Getting Around Weather Planning Medicine Bow |58 57 75 - 20 33 135 129146 186 350 ROAD
Deer, elk, and
: 4 57 20 - 16 N7 124130 198 329 »elk,
The open road is part of the Carbon County SUMMER Hanna - %8 pronghorn antelope
experience. Interstate 80 carries travelers Warm days, cool Elk Mountain |46 44 63 33 16 - 122 129135 184 336 are most active at
east to west across Wyoming, while state nights — perfect for Baggs 7775 56 15712 - 7 228935 oo oo diek Drive
highways lead to smaller communities, f|sh|ng,.h|§|rjg,and Dixon 84 68 49 129124129 7 - 6 249306 cautiously, especially
winding rivers, and wide-open country. scenic drives. Savery 00 62 45 146130135 12 6 - 255327 on rural highways.

Two of Wyoming's most unforgettable
routes—the Snowy Range Scenic Byway
and the Battle Pass Scenic Byway—climb
through alpine forests and across sweeping
vistas, where every turn reveals a new view.
These byways open with the snowmelt,
usually from Memorial Day weekend
through October, and close again when
winter takes hold. Even Interstate 80 isn't
immune to Wyoming's weather, with
occasional closures for snow or high winds.

So it pays to check conditions before you go.

[m] i o]

Check Roads &

FALL
Crisp, colorful, and
quieter — great for
wildlife viewing and
leaf peeping.

WINTER
Can bring heavy snow
and icy roads — ideal
for hot pool soaks,
snowmobiling, and
cozy lodge stays.

SPRING
Variable weather and
muddy backroads —
best for birdwatching

COI’IdItIOI'.\S and spotting early
Scan for real-time .
closures and webcams wildflowers.
via WYDOT. E -
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HIGH, WIDE, AND UNCROWDED

Outdoor Adventures

Carbon County is a tale of two landscapes. To the south, the Snowy
Range and Sierra Madre Mountain Range offer alpine lakes, cool
forests, and peaks touching 12,000 feet—perfect for hiking, camping,
and snowmobiling. To the north and west, the high desert stretches
out. This is the domain of wild horses, pronghorn, and miles of wide-
open backroads.

The Upper North Platte River runs the length of the county, sliding
frorn mountain headwaters into wide sagebrush valleys—calling
anglers, paddlers, and wanderers. Above it, the Continental Divide
Trail threads across Carbon County, climbing into high country, then
dropping into open basins. With each ridge and valley, the land shifts
into new scenery and a fresh experience.

Adventure here still feels wild and real. From alpine trails and rushing
rivers to open plains and star-filled skies, every turn beckons you to
slow down, breathe deeper, and follow your own sense of discovery.

BOOK A BOOK YOUR FIND YOUR
FISHING TRIP HUNTING GUIDE TRAIL

Connect with local Get route ideas, and
guides and book outfitters and book trail descriptions
your next scenic float your next guided for boots, pedals or
and/or fly-fishing T, saddle.

trip.

Explore licensed
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@f Rivers & Rides

From sunrise casts to whitewater
runs, the waters of Carbon County
waters invite every kind of escape—
floats, fly rods, and open-water days.

The Upper North Platte River

is the signature float and fly-
fishing experience. Recognized as
Blue Ribbon trout water, it runs
lively when snowmelt is on, then
unwinds into a calmer drift through
cottonwoods and open valley.

x; On the Trail

In Carbon County, days on the

land start by trading pavement for
pine-scented air and a trail network
that feels endless. Two mountain
ranges anchor the experience in
the Medicine Bow-Routt National
Forest: the Snowy Range, where
high routes climb toward Medicine
Bow Peak and bright alpine lakes,
and the Sierra Madre Mountain
Range, quieter and more remote,
with deep forests, big views, and a
true backcountry feel.

Choose a short ramble or a day hike
that slips into wilderness solitude.
Take the Tie Hack Trail through
aspens and old timber country,

the Green Mountain Falls Trail for
a scenic waterfall hike, or follow a
segment of the Continental Divide
Trail for horizon-to-horizon views.

The Encampment River offers a
quieter, more intimate float in a
tighter canyon-and-cottonwood
corridor before joining the Platte.
Along both rivers, keep your eyes
on the banks for wildlife—and look
up for eagles posted in riverside
snags and circling overhead.

Farther north, the legendary
Miracle Mile has a reputation

for trophy-sized fish while the
vast Seminoe Reservoir draws
boaters, campers, and those
chasing walleye, trout, and sunset
reflections.

However you like to travel—boots,
pedals, or saddle—designated
routes and signed ORYV trails open
the way to overlooks, campgrounds,
and wide-open scenery.

= Off-Road
=" Frontiers

For those who chase dust and
horizon, the backroads of Carbon
County are pure freedom. Miles of
two-tracks and mountain routes
twist through sagebrush valleys
and forested ridges, linking ghost
towns, lookouts, and lakes. The
Wyoming Backcountry Discovery
Route (WYBDR) carves through
this country—a dream for UTV, ATV,
and motorcycle riders eager to test
their skill on terrain that shifts from
high desert to alpine.
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Continental
Divide Trail
(CDT)

The (CDT) crosses the entire
length of Carbon County,
linking mountains, valleys,

and wide-open basin country
along the backbone of the
continent.

In the Sierra Madre Mountain
Range, access near Battle
Pass on WY-70—just west of
Encampment and Riverside
(CDT Gateway communities)—
leads into aspen and spruce,
then up to panoramic ridges
overlooking the Platte Valley.
It's ideal for a day hike, a
horseback outing, or a short
ride where bikes and ORVs
are allowed, without needing
weeks on the trail.

Farther north, the CDT
reaches Rawlins (a Gateway
community) and spills into
the Great Divide Basin—a
vast, wind-carved expanse
of sage and sky where water
flows neither east nor west.

Many travelers use Rawlins as
a gateway and resupply point
before heading into one of the
most remote landscapes on
the entire 3,000-mile trail.

Trail Tips
- Best windows: late June-—
Sept. in the mountains;
spring/fall for basin travel.

- Always check weather, fire
restrictions, road status (WY-
70 closes seasonally).

- Carry extra water and layers
as conditions shift fast with
elevation.

10 4% DISCOVERCARBONCOUNTY.COM

_-4 Campfire
g@;_ﬁ Nights

Adventure days end best with stars
overhead. From forest campgrounds
to riverside and reservoir sites,
Carbon County gives campers and
RV travelers room to spread out.
Settle in under a Wyoming sky—
just quiet, starlight, and space to
breathe.

Wild Country
& Hunting

Here, wildlife is part of the view.
Travelers may spot pronghorn
antelope cutting across the sage,
mule deer in the draws, elk in the
timber, and raptors riding thermals
along rimrock and river corridors.
Bald eagles, hawks, and osprey are
common companions along the
Upper North Platte, Encampment,
and around Seminoe Reservoir,
giving birders and photographers
plenty to watch without needing to
leave the main routes.

Hunters know this country for its
elk, deer, and pronghorn seasons—
public lands, big units, and a long
tradition of do-it-right preparation
and respect for private property.
Here, success is measured in both
harvest and how well you care for
the ground you walk.

_abis Snowmobiling

e

Carbon County winter is built for throttle
and powder. Riders come for 500+ miles of
groomed and ungroomed trails across the
Snowy Range and Sierra Madre Mountain
Range, plus the backcountry access that lets
you keep exploring beyond the groomed
loops. Basecamps at Ryan Park, Encampment
and Riverside put you close to trailheads and
junctions—warm up, fuel up, and head back
out into wide meadows, timbered runs, and
big Wyoming scenery.

LY

>Ff Cross-Country
<% & Snowshoeing

Enjoy Carbon County’s winter scenery through
quiet stands of aspen, spruce and fir trees.

The Brush Creek (Snowy Range) and Bottle
Creek (Sierra Madre Range) trail systems

are maintained for cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing—offering loops of varying length.
Choose your pace while soaking up deep-forest
stillness and snowy meadows.

Ice Fishing
== & Derby Days

When lakes freeze up, Carbon County becomes
a winter angler’s paradise—auger humming at
first light, a warm drink in hand, and rods set

in anticipation of a bite. The Saratoga Lake Ice
Fishing Derby (the third weekend in January,
weather/ice dependent) brings anglers
together for friendly competition, prizes, and a
weekend on the ice. Seminoe Reservoir is the
big-water play, with strong potential for walleye
and trout and wide-open horizons.

#%r. DISCOVERCARBONCOUNTY.COM 11

Need Gear?
Local outdoor stores
have you covered.

Beacon in the Wind
614 McCaffrey Ave
Encampment
307-710-2626

The Olde Trading Post
210 WY-70
Encampment/
Riverside Junction
307-327-5720

A & B Surplus
222 W. Cedar St.
Rawlins
307-324-2771

Great Divide Outdoors
221 W. Cedar St.
Rawlins
706-297-3403

Walmart Supercenter
2390 E. Cedar St.
Rawlins
307-417-3001

Aspen Sky
Merchant Mall
103 E. Walnut Ave.
Saratoga
307-326-3435

Medicine Bow Anglers
407 N.1st St.
Saratoga
307-326-9823

Koyoty Sports
102 E. Bridge St.
Saratoga
307-326-5551

Shively Hardware
North
1961 WY-130
Saratoga
307-326-8880

Wyoming Outdoor
Adventures
602 Pic Pike Rd
Saratoga
307-326-5153
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TRIP PLANNING ESSENTIALS

; Adventure

"+* Doesn’t Hibernate

Winter in Carbon County brings

a quieter kind of magic. Scenic
byways trade tires for tracks as
snowmobilers glide along groomed
routes framed by wide pullouts
and mountain views. Summer trails
used for hiking and biking turn into
peaceful corridors for cross-country
skiing, while frozen lakes draw ice-
fishing tents and laughter on clear,
cold mornings. Along the rivers,
open water keeps anglers casting,
and it's common to spot eagles
soaring overhead or mule deer and
pronghorn crossing the snow-
covered plains.

After a day of snow and sunshine,
there's no better feeling than
sinking into the Saratoga Hot
Pools, where mineral-rich water
steams in the winter air. It's

a favorite gathering spot for
snowmobilers, travelers, and locals
alike—some seeking relief, others
simply savoring the soothing
warmth.

12 g% DISCOVERCARBONCOUNTY.COM

As snow settles on the valley floors,
Carbon County's communities
come alive with winter traditions
and small-town celebrations. The
Saratoga Lake Ice Fishing Derby,
Sierra Madre Winter Carnival,
and Saratoga Skijoring Races
bring excitement to January

and February. Visitors enjoy cozy
restaurants and boutique shops
year-round. Local museums—
many open by appointment in the
off-season—offer another way to
experience Carbon County’s rich
heritage.

Whether you come for the thrill,
the stillness, or the camaraderie,
winter in Carbon County doesn't
slow life down—it simply changes
the scenery. Pack for adventure
and comfort, so you can enjoy
everything from snow-covered
trails to a soothing soak in the hot
pools.

Stay Connected
(When You Can)

- Cell coverage
ranges from limited
to nonexistent in
remote basin and
mountain areas.
Download offline
maps before you
leave town.

- There are no Uber
or taxi services
here—you are the
captain of your own
adventure.

Connect

Before you hit the
road, download our
free app — your
go-to guide for
maps, events, and
trip planning across
Carbon County, even
when you're offline.

4%, DISCOVERCARBONCOUNTY.COM 13
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11 STORIES, ONE EASY LOOP FROM RAWLINS
Carbon County Museums
& Historic Sites

Explore Carbon County’s history on a self-guided loop from Rawlins,
following historic travel corridors including 1-80, WY-30/287, WY-130/230,
WY-70, and WY-789 before circling back. Along the way, you'll visit the
Wyoming Frontier Prison, Carbon County Museum, and smaller collections
in historic towns and ranching valleys. Plan this tour over 2-3 days with
stops for meals and overnight stays. Since many museums are seasonal,
check hours before you go. Tap into the Carbon County Museum Trail on
our app, check off museum stops, and unlock fun t-shirts and stickers!

Carbon County
Museum

Explore exhibits that
weave Native American
stories, railroad, law and
frontier justice, and
local history together.
Then come face-to-face
with an 11,000-year-old
mammoth skull.

904 West Walnut Street
Rawlins - 307-328-2740

Wyoming
Frontier Prison

Tour 3 cell blocks, the
cafeteria, grounds, and
the eerie Death House
with its gallows and gas
chamber. Explore prison
artifacts and take a look
at the star-studded cast
from the film “Prison.”

500 W. Walnut Street
Rawlins - 307-324-4422

Parco/Sinclair

Step into a1920s

bank turned museum
and learn how the
refinery town of Parco
became modern-day
Sinclair, complete with
elegant Spanish-style
architecture.

300 Lincoln Avenue
Sinclair - 307-324-3058

Browse
Museums &
Historic Sites
Check current
and seasonal
hours, find

guided tours, and
admission fees.

Fort Fred
Steele State

Historic Site
. T

Stroll crumbling
foundations and

restored buildings at
this 1868 military post.
where soldiers once
guarded the new Union
Pacific line along a
rougher Wyoming.
1-80, Exit 228
307-320-3013

5 Hanna Basin
Museum

Tour a former saloon-
turned-community hall
packed with coal camp
artifacts, a restored
miner's cottage, and
powerful stories of mine
disasters and railroad
life.

502 Front Street
Hanna - 307-325-6465

14 &% DISCOVERCARBONCOUNTY.COM

Bonus Self-Guided
Walks & Art Stops

If you love exploring on your own,
Carbon County's packed with easy,

self-guided walks and art strolls.

Cruise the
Platte Valley

Download a map
to spot public
art in Saratoga,
Encampment &
Riverside.

E Follow Elk
Mountain’s

ﬁ Walking Tour

Take a short walk
and see some of Elk
Mountain’s original

buildings.

Wander Historic
Downtown
Rawlins

Download a map of
murals and sites that
celebrate wildlife,
inventors & history.

Medicine Bow
Museum

Tour a 1913 Union Pacific
depot packed with
railroad relics, dinosaur
discoveries, Owen
Wister’'s The Virginian,
US mail route, and
Lincoln Highway stories.
405 Lincoln Highway
Medicine Bow
307-379-2383

Elk Mountain
7

Museum

Trace Elk Mountain’s
story as a historic

river crossing through
hotel and dance-hall
memorabilia, ghost
town relics and frontier-
era daily life.

105 Bridge Street

Elk Mountain
307-348-7037

Saratoga
Museum

Tour a 1915 Union Pacific
depot packed with
Platte Valley stories and
a standout regional
gem-and-mineral
collection, plus an
outdoor sheep wagon,
and blacksmith shop.

104 Constitution Avenue
Saratoga - 307-326-5511

Grand
Encampment
Museum

Wander through 15
historic buildings, where
exhibits and artifacts
bring timber camps,
mining booms, and
valley ranch life into
focus.

807 Barnett Avenue
Encampment
307-327-5308

Little Snake
River Museum

Explore the Little Snake

River Valley through
historic buildings—
including Jim Baker's
cabin, a schoolhouse,
early ranch houses, and
classic sheep wagons.

13 County Road 561
Savery - 307-383-7262

11 Baggs Outlaw
Stop

Step inside the historic
home of Pearl Mathews
Gaddis (roadhouse/
dance hall) and the
historic town hall jail to
hear stories that connect
Butch Cassidy lore to
everyday valley life.

250 N. Penland Street
Baggs - 303-388-7788
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CELEBRATION SEASON

2026 Carbon County Events

Here, we don't hibernate. We celebrate. From winter carnivals to
summer rodeos, there’s always a reason to gather in Carbon County.

Carbon County's signature annual events are just the start. Throughout
2026, you'll also find America 250 celebrations, special programs,
and one-time community gatherings woven into each community’s
calendar. These are highlighted in the community spotlight sections
of this guide.

Winter in Carbon County is filled
with warm gathering places, and
weekends built around skijoring
energy, ice fishing competition,
winter carnival celebrations, and
community dances that keep the
season lively long after dark.

Summer is the full-throttle season,
and 2026 turns it up another notch
with parades, live music, rodeo
dust, art festivals, and small-town
traditions. Across multiple days,
the Carbon County Fair & Rodeo
becomes the centerpiece—
especially in 2026, marking the
Spring arrives with a quickening fair's 100th anniversary—with

pace. Museums start opening their PRCA rodeo action, concerts,

doors again with hands-on history, livestock shows and sales, a

locals pour into block-party-style demolition derby, and horse events
gatherings, and the first sunny that keep the fairgrounds busy
stretches bring a “get outside” from morning through late night.
buzz—golf course opening days,
family-friendly tournaments, and
small-town celebrations.

Fall brings harvest vibes and
hometown flavor, with food- and-
whiskey style festivals, local
tastings, crisp-air fun runs,
museum celebrations, and
prison night tours that lean
into the season’s eerie side.

Plan to come for a weekend—
and you may find yourself
staying for the week. Because
in Carbon County, there's
always another celebration just
down the road.

16 a4 DISCOVERCARBONCOUNTY.COM

Signature Annual Events
Visit discovercarboncounty.com/events for more details.

WINTER

- Festival of the Trees Gala &

Auction - Saratoga

- Christmas out of the Big House

Bazaar - Rawlins

- Hanna Parks and Rec Christmas

Bazaar & Parade of Lights

- Saratoga Lake Ice Fishing

Derby

- Sierra Madre Winter Carnival -

Encampment

- Saratoga Skijoring Races
- Cabin Fever Cowboy Ball -

Saratoga

SPRING

- Wyoming Open Pool Tournament

- Saratoga

- Sinclair Easter Egg Hunt
-Jeep “Go Topless” Day - Rawlins
- KenDucky Derby - EIk Mountain

SUMMER

- Carbon County Block Party -

Rawlins

- Woodchoppers Jamboree &

Rodeo - Encampment

- Music in the Park - Rawlins

- Festival of the Arts - Saratoga

- Saratoga Days

- Platte River Independence 5K -

Saratoga

- WeenieFest - Riverside
- Hanna King Coal Days
- Grand Encampment Cowboy

Gathering - Encampment

- Sunset at the Slammer - Rawlins

- Grand Encampment Museum
Living History Day - Encampment

- Mountain Man Rendezvous -
Encampment

- WHAT Fest - Saratoga

-100th Carbon County Fair -
Rawlins

-Jim Baker Days & Rendezvous -
Savery

- Steinley Cup Microbrew
Festival - Saratoga

- Sinclair Arts & Music Festival

- Grand Encampment Museum’s
Tramway Days - Encampment

- Saratoga Bullfest

FALL

- Born & Raised Wyoming Beef &
Whiskey Festival - Riverside

- Taste of Wyoming - Rawlins

- 5K Pumpkin Run & Family Fest -
Rawlins

- Little Snake River Museum Fall
Festival - Savery

- Wyoming Frontier Prison’s
Haunted Halloween Night Tours
- Rawlins

- Sinclair “Light the Night” & Fall
Holiday Craft Fair

Save the Date!

Scan for the most
current dates and
additions to the
Carbon County Events
Calendar.
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BEAUTIFUL SCENIC DRIVES

Take the
Long Way

In Carbon County, the “scenic route”
isn't a detour—it's the main event.
One drive skims high granite and
alpine lakes, another slips over the
Continental Divide through the quiet
Sierra Madre Mountain Range, and a
third rolls into reservoir country where
the land opens wide and the road feels
wonderfully far from everything. Pick a
byway, bring snacks, and plan to stop
often—these miles are meant to be
savored.

Snowy Range
Scenic Byway

In just 29 miles, the Snowy Range
Scenic Byway (WY-130) carries you
from Centennial into crisp, high
alpine country. Medicine Bow Peak
commands the skyline and reappears
bend after bend. The paved drive

is short on mileage but huge on
payoff. Roadside alpine lakes invite
a few casts, picnic pullouts turn into
long lunches, and trailheads offer
everything from easy strolls to the
classic climb toward the Peak.

You can drive it in about an hour, but
most people make it a half day. Watch
for moose and other wildlife, pause at
Lake Marie, and linger at Libby Flats
(the route’s highest point at 10,847
feet) for wide-open views by day—and
stargazing and Milky Way watching
after dark.

Scenic byways are open seasonally
from Memorial Day through late
October, weather permitting.

Seminoe-Alcova
Backcountry Byway

The Seminoe-Alcova Backcountry
Byway runs about 64 miles between
Sinclair and Alcova, carrying you into
a palette of Wyoming color—rust-red
rock, pale sand, sage-green flats, and
deep blue water set against open
sky. Plan on about 2 hours of drive
time, because the scenery is made
for pullouts: high ridgelines, reservoir
overlooks, and big, clear views. Watch
hillsides and breaks for pronghorn
antelope, mule deer, and bighorn
sheep.

For anglers, the byway is a gateway
to Seminoe Reservoir—a standout
for walleye and trout, with boating
access inside Seminoe State Park.

Battle Pass
Scenic Byway

Between Encampment and Baggs,
the Battle Pass Scenic Byway (WY-
70) winds through the Sierra Madre
Mountain Range with one scenic
overlook after another. The paved
route is about 57 miles and typically
1.5-2 hours. It's the kind of drive that
naturally turns into a string of pullouts
and short side stops, with sweeping
panoramic views. Near the Battle Pass
Summit (9,955 feet), you cross the
Continental Divide and can access the
Continental Divide Trail.

At each end of the drive, the story
deepens. The Grand Encampment
Museum and the Little Snake River
Valley Museum anchor the route
with historic buildings and mining
and homestead era artifacts. In select
years, the Colorado Grand vintage car
rally has included a stop at the Grand
Encampment Museum, with the cars
displayed on the grounds.

Following the North Platte River's
chain of reservoirs, the route reveals
one of its most dramatic sights—
Kortes Dam tucked into the steep
walls of Black Canyon. From here,
you're also within easy reach of the
famed Miracle Mile.

Despite the “backcountry” name, this
route is straightforward to navigate—
but it isn't paved all the way. Expect

a mix of paved and gravel roads,

with a steep gravel stretch north of
Seminoe State Park through the
Seminoe Mountains. Large A-class
motorhomes will not make it down or
up the switchbacks between Seminoe
& Kortes dames, so please plan ahead.
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250 YEARS OF TRAILS, TOWNS, & TURNING POINTS :

History & Heritage

Carbon County'’s story is really a story of movement—of people, animals,
and ideas traveling the same wide valleys in different eras. Indigenous
peoples followed rivers and hot springs long before wagon trains, stage
routes, steel tracks, and paved highways stitched this corridor into the
story of the American West.

2026

“Carbon County Journey to 250" :
& America 250 :

Celebrate the Semiquincentennial
by making Carbon County your :
basecamp for Wyoming's America :
250 story. All summer long, expect :
a steady pulse of special moments  :
—Declaration of Independence :
readings, guest speakers, film :
screenings of “Journeys to Carbon :
County”, and a statewide photo :
contest exhibit—plus Saratoga’s
arts-and-Independence energy :
and Grand Encampment Museum :
programming that leans into the :
250 theme. It's an ideal year to :
build an unforgettable itinerary. :

Parco Theatre

As you follow this timeline, you'll venture from Overland Trail stages
and Union Pacific steam engines to the Lincoln Highway's early
coast-to-coast motorists, copper tramways, coal camps, hot-springs
resorts, airmail fields, and the infamous “Snow Chi Minh Trail” stretch of
I-80. It all leads to today, as Carbon County joins communities across the
nation in marking 250 years of the United States—using its own forts,
depots, museums, and main streets as front-row seats to the America
250 celebrations happening here this summer.
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CROSSROADS COUNTRY

Rawlins & Sinclair

Rawlins and neighboring Sinclair sit along 1-80, where the high desert
opens wide and Carbon County’s travel corridors converge. Rawlins is the
crossroads city—a meeting point for rail lines, historic routes, modern
road-trippers, and CDT hikers moving through Wyoming's big, open
country. It pairs frontier justice and rail-era, mural-lined downtown streets
with big-sky golf, high-desert hiking, and quick day trips to Seminoe
country. Just east, Sinclair showcases classic oil-boom architecture and
serves as an easy jumping-off point for Seminoe Reservoir and Seminoe
State Park.

History

Rawlins grew up around Rawlins
Springs in the 1860s and quickly
became a Union Pacific Railroad
division point and service center
for the industries that shaped the
region—railroad work, ranching,
lumber, and coal. Its imposing
sandstone penitentiary (now the
Wyoming Frontier Prison), the
Carbon County Museum, and
the historic downtown together
capture the rough-edged frontier
era that followed.

Sinclair was built in the 1920s as
Parco, a planned refinery town.
The Spanish Colonial Revival
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architecture and plaza-centered
layout helped the Sinclair/Parco
Historic District earn its listing on
the National Register of Historic
Places. The Parco/Sinclair Museum
adds hands-on context to the
town's refinery-era roots.

Mark your calendar!
2026 Rawlins & Sinclair
EVENTS

Wyoming Frontier
Prison Traveling
Exhibit (Opening
Reception 5/21)
May 21 - June 20

Cinco De Mayo
Concert & Dance
May 2

Wyoming Frontier
Prison “Haunted
Rooms America
Ghost Hunt”

May 2

Sinclair/Parco
Historical Theatre
“History of Desert
Dust” Production
May 14

Jeep “Go Topless”
Day
May 16

Carbon County
Museum Block
Party

June 6

Music In The Park
June 25 & July 2,9,
16, 23,30

Wyoming Frontier
Prison Night Tour
June 26

Carbon County
250 Celebration
July 10

Half Way Days
July 10-13

Wyoming Frontier
Prison “Haunted
Rooms America
Ghost Hunt”

July T

Wyoming Frontier
Prison “Sunset at
the Slammer”
July 18

100th Carbon
County Fair &
Rodeo
August 1-8

Wyoming Frontier
Prison Night Tour
August 7

Sinclair Arts &
Music Festival
August 22

Taste of Wyoming
September 12

5K Pumpkin Run
& Family Fest
September 16

Sinclair Latino
Music & Dance
Night

September 26

Wyoming Frontier
Prison “Haunted
Halloween”

Night Tours
October 23, 24,

& 31

Wyoming Frontier
Prison “Friday the
13th"” Night Tour
November 13

Sinclair “Light
the Night” & Fall/
Holiday Craft Fair
November 20-21

Christmas “Out
of the Big House”
Bazaar
December 5

Dates can shift—so travelers should
check the county events calendar at
discovercarboncounty.com/events/

events-calendar

Quick Itinerary

In a day or two, visitors can tour
the Wyoming Frontier Prison,
explore the Carbon County
Museum, and wander Rawlins’
mural-lined historic downtown.
Then head to Sinclair to walk the
Sinclair/Parco Historic District
and photograph the Parco Inn,
fountain, and plaza.

Have extra time? Play a round at
Rochelle Ranch Golf Course, let
kids loose at local parks (Depot
Park has a splash pad), or take

a day-trip out to Seminoe State
Park for reservoir views, fishing
(if licensed), and picnicking.

Start planning
Your Next Visit
to Rawlins
Scan for tips
on attractions,
activities, lodging
and dining.
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HOT SPRINGS ON THE NORTH PLATTE

Saratoga

Saratoga is a river-and-hot-springs town in south-central Carbon
County, set on the Upper North Platte River about 20 miles south of 1-80
via WY-130/230. It's the Platte Valley basecamp—where travelers trade
highway miles for a free soak at the 24-hour Hobo Hot Pool, a strollable
downtown anchored by the Historic Hotel Wolf, and long days fishing
or floating blue-ribbon trout water. Quick access to Saratoga Lake, the
Snowy Range to the east, and the Sierra Madre Mountain Range to
the south and west make this a natural 1-3 night base for relaxing and

exploring the Platte Valley.

History

For generations, Native peoples
used the hot springs along the
Upper North Platte River as a
neutral gathering and healing
place, drawn by a steady flow of
mineral-rich, naturally heated
water. Euro-American settlement
followed in the late 1800s, and

by the early 1880s Saratoga was
already welcoming guests from
across the region. The Hotel Wolf
opened in 1893, signaling Saratoga’s
role as a true destination.

Rail service in the late 19th and early
20th centuries helped the town
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stabilize and grow. The hot pool
later came under town ownership
with a requirement that it stay free
and open to the public, cementing
Saratoga's identity.

Today, the former depot serves as
the Saratoga Museum, the Hobo
Hot Pool still steams beside the
river, and the town’s mix of historic
buildings, fishing culture, golf, and
quick access to the Snowy Range
and Sierra Madre Mountain Range
reflects more than a century of
evolution from frontier health stop

to laid-back Platte Valley basecamp.

Mark your calendar!

2026 Saratoga

EVENTS
Brush Creek Ranch ~ Brush Creek Ranch
Snowfest Chimney Rock
March 19-22 Winemaker
Brush Creek Ranch meeﬁtngg
Sage Grouse & 9
Wildlife Tours Steinley Cup
April 1-19 Microbrew Festival

August 15

Wyoming Open
Pool Tournament
April 2-5

Brush Creek Ranch
Spring Renewal
Wellness Retreat
April 9-12

Brush Creek Ranch
Dads & Lads
Father’s Day
Weekend

June 19-22

Platte River Rodeo
June 19-20

Brush Creek Ranch
Concert & Song-
Writing Workshop
with Josh Logan
July 2-3

Festival of the Arts
July 3-5

Saratoga Days -
4th of July Parade
July 4

Platte River
Independence 5K
July 4

Saratoga Museum
Sharing the Spirit
of America

July 8

Koyoty Howl
July 24-25

Brush Creek Ranch
First Taste: Hensel
West Wine
Launch

August 20-23

Saratoga Bullfest
August 22

Brush Creek Ranch
Spottswoode
Wine Weekend
September 4-7

Brush Creek Ranch
Women's
Unbridled Equine
Retreat
September 20-23

Brush Creek Ranch
Food, Wine, &
Whiskey

October 29-Nov 1

Brush Creek Ranch
Thanksgiving
Together
November 24-29

Festival of the
Trees Gala &
Auction
December 4

Saratoga Lake Ice
Fishing Derby
January 16-17, 2027

Saratoga Skijoring
2027 TBA

Dates can shift—so travelers should

check the county events calendar at
discovercarboncounty.com/events/
events-calendar

Quick Itinerary

A classic Saratoga day pairs
sunrise or evening soaks at

the free Hobo Hot Pool with a
guided fishing trip or scenic
float on the North Platte,
browsing downtown, and a
visit to the Saratoga Museum.
Between outings, treat yourself
to a few of Saratoga’s standout
restaurants.

With more time, travelers can
relax at Saratoga Lake, play nine
holes beside the river, or spend

a full day in the Snowy Range or
Sierra Madre Mountain Range—
scenic drives, alpine lakes, short
hikes, and big views.

Start planning
Your Next Visit
to Saratoga
Scan for tips
on attractions,
activities, lodging
and dining.
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WHERE HISTORY MEETS HIGH COUNTRY

Encampment & Riverside

Encampment and Riverside are quiet mountain towns located in the
southern end of Carbon County along WY-230/70, where museum
history, short hikes, and scenic drives all fit into one easy getaway.

Spend half a day at the Grand Encampment Museum (GEM), exploring
its historic buildings and tramway segment, then head out on the
Encampment River Trail for canyon views and riverside fishing. With an
extra day or two, take a scenic drive over the Continental Divide via the
Battle Pass Scenic Byway (WY-70). Add a short hike in the Medicine
Bow National Forest or to the Indian Bathtubs. Round out your days
with peaceful evenings in these CDT Gateway communities.

COWBOYS, COAL TOWNS & BIG BAND CROWDS
Medicine Bow, Hanna
& Elk Mountain

If you like your road trips with a side of legend, the stretches through
Medicine Bow, Hanna, and Elk Mountain feel like flipping through an old
Western photo album. Follow the Historic Lincoln Highway (WY-30/287)
to Medicine Bow for a landmark stop at the three-story Historic Virginian
Hotel and the Medicine Bow Museum—railroad tales, cowboy-literary
lore, and a hint of fossil country in one place. About 20 miles west, Hanna
shifts the tone from romance to grit, where the Hanna Basin Museum
and miners’ memorials put a Union Pacific coal town—and its disasters—
front and center. Then slide down to 1-80 for EIk Mountain, a river-shaded
pause where the Elk Mountain Hotel and the Elk Mountain Museum
echo stage-route days and Garden Spot Pavilion big-band crowds that

History 2026 EVENTS
Encampment started as a €37 Box Book GEM
fur-trade rendezvous site in Signing Living History Day
the 1800s and later boomed May 23 July 25
as “Grand Encampment,” a
copper-mining center served Woodchoppers Encampme.nt.
by a spectacular aerial tramway Jamboree & BBQ & Music in
- Rodeo the Park
that carried ore down from the June 20-21 August 1
Sierra Madre Mountain Range.
When copper prices collapsed WeenieFest Wyoming Public
and smelter operations failed, July 4 Media Reception
mining faded and the town Reading of August 7
shifted back to ranching, timber, Declaration of Riverside Party
and a quieter river-valley life Independence Day
shared with nearby Riverside. July 8 August 15
Grand GEM
Encampment Tramway Days

Start planning
Your Next Visit to
Carbon County
Scan for tips on

attractions, activities,
lodging and dining.
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Cowboy Gathering
July 17-19

Mountain Man
Rendezvous
July 24-26

Celebrating 250
August 22

Sierra Madre
Winter Carnival
2027 TBA

once packed this quiet bend in the river.

History

Medicine Bow rose as a railroad
and Lincoln Highway town—an
era still reflected in the Virginian
Hotel and the depot. Named

for Owen Wister's novel The
Virginian, the hotel became one
of the grandest stays between
Denver and Salt Lake City. Hanna,
founded by the Union Pacific
Coal Company in the late 1800s,
became a major coal-camp hub
marked by both prosperity and
tragic mine explosions in 1903
and 1908. Elk Mountain grew
around a strategic Medicine Bow
River crossing used by emigrants,
stage lines, and Fort Halleck, later
gaining a 1905 hotel and dance

pavilion that drew big-name bands

and hundreds of dancers from
across the region.

2026 EVENTS

Medicine Bow's
Spring Fling
April 18

Elk Mountain
KenDucky Derby
May 25

Hanna King Coal
Days
July 10-1
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Hanna Parks and
Rec Christmas
Bazaar
December 5

Hanna Parade of
Lights
December 19
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LITTLE SNAKE LORE & RED DESERT DETOURS

Baggs, Dixon & Savery

When you're ready to leave the crowds behind, southwest Carbon
County'’s Little Snake River Valley is your kind of detour—remote, scenic,
and story-rich. Baggs, Dixon, and Savery sit along ranchlands and a
winding river on a key stretch of the Wyoming Backcountry Discovery
Route (WYBDR).

Spend a few hours at the Little Snake River Museum in Savery, where
historic buildings pull you into trapper, homesteader, and ranching
history. Then roll into Dixon, a tiny junction where riders and road-
trippers trade stories at the Dixon Club. In Baggs, lean into the outlaw-
tinged past at the Outlaw Stop’s Mathews/Gaddis House and the old
town hall/jail—both tied to Butch Cassidy lore. If you have an extra day,
wander into the Red Desert to spot wild horses or take the Battle Pass
Scenic Byway (WY-70) for big views, easy pullouts and short hikes.

History

The Little Snake River Valley's small
towns began as scattered ranches,
irrigation projects, and trading
posts. Over time, those roots grew
into the linked communities of
Savery, Dixon, and Baggs. The
valley earned a reputation for
colorful outlaws moving through
its remote country, but the real
story is everyday life—ranchers,
homesteaders, and people like
mountain man Jim Baker, whose
cabin still anchors local lore.

2026 EVENTS

Baggs Ball
March 14

Little Snake River Museum
Jim Baker Days & Rendezvous
August 7-9

Start planning
Your Next Visit to
Carbon County
Scan for tips on

attractions, activities,
lodging and dining.

Little Snake River Museum
Fall Festival
October 4
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CARBON COUNTY
Dining
Guide

BAGGS, DIXON
& SAVERY

The Cowboy Inn
307-383-2200

The Dixon Club
307-383-7722

ELK MOUNTAIN

The Historic Elk
Mountain Hotel
307-348-7774

ENCAMPMENT
/RIVERSIDE

Bear Trap Café
307-327-5277

307 Pub & Grub
307-327-5280

The DiVide
Restaurant
307-327-5064

The Pit BBQ
307-327-5005

HANNA

Mike's Deuces
307-325-9829

Poulos’ Nugget
Bar
307-325-6872

Skinny's Beer
Garden
307-797-1827

From hearty cafés, hometown bars, and historic hotel
dining rooms to coffee stops, pizza, barbecue, and
breweries, Carbon County serves up satisfying options

for every kind of traveler. Flavors range from steakhouse
classics and comfort food to Thai, Mexican, Italian, Japanese,
deli fare, tea, and familiar roadside favorites.

MEDICINE BOW

C Spear Bar & Grill
307-520-3030

The Historic
Virginian Eating
House
307-331-2288

RAWLINS

Anong’s Thai
Cuisine
307-324-6262

Aspen House
307-324-4787

Café Cawek
2100 E. Cedar St.

Cappy'’s
Restaurant
307-324-4847

County 6 Bar
& Grill
307-370-9000

Country Pride
307-324-8722

Deb B's Family
Espresso
307-324-2919

Domino's Pizza
307-328-1400

Good Days Tea
House
307-315-3288

Ichiban Japanese
Steakhouse
307-328-5858

Los Jilbertos
307-324-0083

McDonald’s
307-324-7377
Michael’s “Big
City"” Steakhouse
307-324-4868

Mukwano Coffee
307- 328-5021

Penny’s Diner
307-324-4700

Peppermill Bar &
Cactus Jack’s
307-324-8100

Pizza Hut
307-324-1000

Shogunz Pizzeria
307-328-5550

Stems & Steam
307-328-5133

Subway
Cedar Street
307-324-6130
Higley Blvd.
307-328-2103

Taco Bell
307-328-5890

Turnbuckle
Lounge at
Best Western
307-324-2737
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SARATOGA

Bella’s Bistro
307-326-8033

The Grumpy
Italian Eatery
and Deli
307-326-3210

Hen & Harvest
Eatery
307-326-3752

Hotel Wolf
Restaurant
307-326-5525

Lazy River
Cantina
307-326-8472

Lollypops
307-326-5020

Saratoga
Sandwich
Company
307-326-5555

Snowy Mountain
Pub & Brewery
307-326-5261

Sunny Cup
307-326-3699

SINCLAIR

Stinker 1-80
Travel Plaza &
Restaurant
307-324-7623

Su Casa Cafe
307-328-1745


https://www.wyomingcarboncounty.com/
https://www.wyomingcarboncounty.com/
https://www.wyomingcarboncounty.com/
https://www.discovercarboncounty.com/places-to-visit

CARBON COUNTY
Lodging
Guide

Cabins, Cottages,
and Lodges

ELK MOUNTAIN

Elk Mountain
Cabins
307-348-7778
elkmountaincabins.
com

Tyler Sims
Outfitting
307-760-5596
tylersims.com

ENCAMPMENT
/RIVERSIDE

620 Vacation
Rental
303-919-9378
vrbo.com/781174

Cabin at Riverside
307-760-0017
thecabinatriverside.
com

Cottonwood
Cabins
307-228-4773
cottonwoodcabins
wy.com

Platts Rustic
Mountain Lodge
Cabin
307-327-5539
plattoutfitting.com

From trusted hotels and roadside motels to cozy cabins,
historic inns, and guest ranches, Carbon County offers

a place to rest for every traveler. Wherever you unpack,
you'll find genuine hospitality and memorable sights,
adventures, and experiences.

River Ridge Lodge
& Cabins
307-327-5345
wyriverridge.com

Riverside Garage
& Cabins
307-327-5361
riversidegarageand
cabins.com

Spur Outfitters
Lodges
307-327-6505
spuroutfitters.com

SARATOGA

Jack Creek Guard
Station
307-326-5258
recreation.gov

Platte River
Cottages
307-321-1658

Platte Valley
Cabins
307-329-8246
plattevalleycabins.
com

The River
Cottages & Lodge
307-326 3053
rivercottagesand
lodge.com

Ten Mile Inn
307-326-5928
tenmileinnsaratoga.
com
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SAVERY

Antelope
Ranch
307-383-2625

Boyer YL

Ranch
307-383-7778
boyerylranch.com

Ladder Ranch
307-383-2413
ladderranch.com

Campgrounds
and RV Parks

BAGGS

Happy Camper
at Baggs End
307-291-0211
baggsendrvpark.
com

ELK MOUNTAIN

Elk Mountain
Campground
307-321-1178
307-760-5719

MEDICINE BOW

The Historic
Virginian Hotel &
RV Park
307-331-2288
jethospitality.com/
the-virginian-hotel/

Medicine Bow
RV Park
307-379-2225
medicinebow.org/

RAWLINS

Rawlins KOA
Campground
307-328-2021
koa.com

Red Desert Rose
Campground
307-328-1091
reddesertrose.com

Western Hills
Campground
307-324-2592
westernhills
campground.com

SARATOGA

Deer Haven RV
307-326-8746
deerhavenrv.com

Saratoga Lake
Campground
307-326-8335
townofsaratoga.org

Ten Mile Inn &
RV Park
307-326-5928

tenmileinnsaratoga.

com

Hotels, Inns,
and B&Bs

BAGGS

Cowboy Inn Motel
307-383-2200
thecowboyinn.com

DIXON

Dixon Motel
307-383-2300
dixonmotel.com

ELK MOUNTAIN

The Historic Elk
Mountain Hotel
307-348-7774
elkmountainhotel.
com

ENCAMPMENT
/RIVERSIDE

The Pine Lodge
307-327-5110
pinelodgewyo.com

Platts Rustic
Mountain Lodge
B&B

307-327-5539
plattoutfitting.com

Spirit West River
Lodge B&B
307-327-5753
spiritwestriverlodge.
com

MEDICINE BOW

The Historic
Virginian Hotel
307-331-2288
jethospitality.com/
the-virginian-hotel/

RAWLINS

Baymont Inn

& Suites
307-324-4700
wyndhambhotels.
com/baymont

Best Western
Cottontree Inn
307-324-2737
bestwestern.com/

Brickyard Inn
307-461-2199
brickyardinn.com

CARBON COUNTY LODGING GUIDE

Comfort Inn

& Suites
307-324-3663
choicehotels.com

Days Inn
307-621-9100
wyndhamhotels.
com

Econo Lodge
307-324-2783
choicehotels.com

Fairfield by
Marriott

307-328-5991
marriott.com

First Choice Inn
307-328-1401
Istchoicerawlins.
com

Hampton Inn
307-324-2320
hamptoninn3.hilton.
com

Holiday Inn
Express
307-324-3760
ihg.com/
holidayinnexpress

Labella Motel
307-324-2583

Microtel Inn

& Suites by
Wyndham
307-324-5588
wyndhamhotels.
com

Motel 7
307-324-2263

Pronghorn Inn
307-328-1732

Quality Inn
307-328-1600
wyndhamhotels.
com

Rawlins Western
Lodge
307-328-5621

Super 8 Motel
307-328-0630
wyndhambhotels.
com

SARATOGA

Copperline
Lodge B&B
307-321-5544
copperlinelodge.
com

Hacienda Motel
307-326-5751

Historic Wolf
Hotel
307-326-5525
wolfhotel.com

Riviera Motor
Lodge
307-326-5651
therivieramotor
lodge.com

Roan Hill
Guesthouse
307-710-5299
roanhillguest
house.com

Sage Motel
307-326-8339
saratogasage
motel.com

Saratoga Hot
Springs Resort
307-326-5261
saratogahot
springsresort.
com

Snowy
Mountain Inn
307-326-5974
snowymountain
inn.com

Find Your
Perfect Place
to Stay

Scan here to
find more
lodging options,
compare
amenities,
and plan your
overnight
adventure

Adventure
Vacations

Trade routines for

rivers, ridges, and
ranch hospitality
at these Carbon

County getaways.

A Bar A Ranch
307-327-5454
abararanch.com

Brush Creek Luxury
Ranch Collection
307.327.5284
brushcreekranch.com

Medicine Bow
Lodge & Adventure
Guest Ranch
307-326-5439
medicinebowlodge.net

The Lodge and
Spa at Three Forks
Ranch
970-583-7396
threeforksranch.com
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